
Jaguar Club of Southwest Florida Concours d’ Elegance 

 Punta Gorda, Florida 

On April 15, 2018, 250 people, 46 cars and Jaguar lovers from four other clubs in 
the United States met in Punta Gorda, Florida to participate in the three-year old 
Jaguar Club of Southwest Florida’s concours event. 

Officially incorporated in 1887, Punta Gorda, Florida was the southernmost stop 
along the Florida Southern Railroad and hosted Florida’s first tourists.  The 
inventor Thomas Edison, the industrialist W.K. Vanderbilt and the gun 
manufacturer Samuel Colt all vacationed in Punta Gorda. 

Today, with its unprecedented access to a harbor for sailing, cruising, deep sea 
fishing, kayaking, and paddle boarding, Punta Gorda continues to attract visitors 
from all over Florida and the world. Interesting sidebar: the city boasts 20 
different kinds of butterflies and 72 different kinds of birds. 

 This was the setting for the Concours event. The opening ceremony kicked off at 
10:45 am and by 11:00 am the call for rags down echoed in the Convention 
Center and judging began. 

The assembled cars are a feast for the eye and for Jaguar lovers a banquet. As I 
walked through the lines of beautifully restored Jaguars, I realized that these are 
not just cars in lines in a room on a Sunday waiting for points to be subtracted by 
knowledgeable judges. For many of the car owners these cars represent a return 
to youth, a time perhaps in one’s life when the burdens of work, family, 
mortgages, etc. were not yet known.  These cars are as beloved today as they 
were when first produced. Perhaps the cars represent a tip to mortality?  Who 
knows? I wish time had given me the opportunity to speak with these car 
restorers and lovers. If there were 46 cars waiting to be judged, there are, I 
believe, 46 stories. 

But let me share with you, in an attempt to paint a vision of the Concours event, 
some of the cars on display.  

The first car that caught my attention was a willow green Jaguar E with a suede 
green interior. It was the favorite color of Sir William Lyons, Chairman of Jaguar, 
in the E-type. Less than 100 cars were made with this color combination. It was 
the first car that caught my attention because the color is so unusual. So is the 



owner (Danny and Dianna Bogdanny), and I was pleased that the car was awarded 
a 1st place trophy in its class. 

A 2017 C 19/XJL in cosmic black was the next car that caught my attention. The 
car’s proud owner (David and Elsa Roth), pointed out to me how, if you look 
closely, the car’s paint gave off sparkles. Next to this car was a XKR 175 owned by 
Arthur Brown.  There are only 175 of these grand touring cars in the United 
States.  Rare. Classic. And in this concours! 

Because I am a lover of the MkII I spent a lot of time viewing a 1962 MkII Old 
English White Jaguar and a 1967 340 BRG previously designated as a MkII. owned 
by Peter and Pam Sales, and Darrin and Mandy Schutt.  Who knew the name 
changed? But the classic and classy lines remain similar. Like a Channel suit. Never 
goes out of style and ages with distinction. 

Because my husband and I just restored a 1958 XK150 I probably spent most of 
my time in front and back of a 1959 XK150 S in imperial maroon owned by Tom 
and Lisa Wright. That was my choice for Best in Show and in fact others agreed 
with me. It won the top award.  

So much to see. So little time. A 1953 XK120, a 1993 XJR, a 1967  were among the 
other cars in the concours. All distinctive in their class. All beautifully restored and 
I suppose all proudly displayed. 

By 3:00 pm the judging was over and the trophies awarded. There was a promise 
of another concours next year. Stay tuned. 

 

 


